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ramparts and fortifications, and its central position as the
converging point of routes from the Caspian, Mashhad,
Merv, Bokhara, and India through Kandahar, has invested
it with a strategic importance which has earned for it the
title of the " key of India."

Herat is one of the oldest places in the world, being
clearly identified with the Aria of the ancients, which
was one of the earliest settlements of the Asiatic Aryans
on the Iranian plateau, and gave its name to the vast
province of Asia between Persia and Baktriana. No city
has experienced greater changes of fortune than Herat
which is said to have been captured and destroyed as
many as fifty times, yet had a population of nearly twc
millions in the twelfth century before it was taken aftei
a six months' siege by Jenghiz-Khan, who butchered all
the surviving inhabitants to the number of 1,600,000
forty persons alone escaping the sword of the ruthless
Mongols. The district is noted for its healthy climate
and balmy atmosphere, due to the northern breezes which
prevail during the hot summer months. Hence the
Persian saying, " Bring together the soil of Ispahan, the
air of Herat, and the waters of Kharezm, and there mar
will live for ever."

In Pottinger's time Herat was the great emporium GJ
trade in Central Asia, and though its many vicissitudes
of fortune and innumerable sieges have caused its popula-
tion to fluctuate excessively, it still contained 50,OOC
inhabitants in 1878, a motley gathering of Afghans
Indians, Tatars, Turkomans, Jews, Tajiks, and others
Carpets of soft texture and brilliant colour are here
produced, and the district is noted for its excellem
horses, wheat, water, and grapes, of which there are nc
less than seventeen varieties.

The road from Herat to Kandahar lies through th<
fertile but little cultivated Zaminclawar country, peoplec